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ABSTRACT:  
 
Today, many pilots undergo training in the medium of English and yet do not have English as a first language. 
Inadequate language proficiency causes problems for students and their instructors, and can lead to costly 
disruption and/or training failures.  
 
In recent years, there has been much focus on the ‘Aviation English’ that pilots and air traffic controllers need for 
effective RT communications in front line operations, as promulgated by the ICAO Language Proficiency 
Requirements. But what about the ‘Aviation English’ that is required for successful training? What are the 
language barriers? What language knowledge and skills are required to learn to fly in an English-medium training 
environment? 
 
This interactive presentation will address these questions by leading the audience through language as it appears 
in initial aviation training – in technical manuals, in the classroom and in the wider training environment. We will 
examine ‘aviation English’ in the training context with a view to understanding the core language competencies 
required for successful learning.  
 
While focusing on ab-initio aviation training, this presentation will be of practical benefit to everyone involved 
with English-medium aviation training, including instructors, training managers and, of course, the students 
themselves.  
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